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Rami Mhanna - Notre Dame University-Louaize
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The new and improved kids arca,

By Meris Lutz
The Dady Star

BEIRUT: The fountain is flowing, the
bike path is paved, and the grass is
springy and new.

Rene Mouawad Garden,
known as Sanayeh Park, nglpcats
ready to be opened to the public on
June 1 followinga ribbon-cutting cer-
emony on May 31 hosted by the
Beirur Municipality and the Azadea
Foundation, the Beirut-based luxury
retail holding compawy that funded
the renovation of the garden.

Visitors to the old park will recog-
nize the original layout with a few
new additions. The park now boasts
bike and jogging paths around the
penimeter, three small playgrounds
and an outdoor performance space.
All of the onginal trees have been
trimmed and preserved, with newly

rlann:d grass and flower beds. The
arge central fountain, dry for years,
has been cleaned and filled, and the
splashing of water is almost enough
to drown out the sounds of trafficand
nearby construction.

During a press preview Wednes-
day, Azadea deputy CEO Marwan
Moukarzel sakﬁhe garden would
remain free and open to the public
under the auspices of the Beirut
munici?alit)'. Azadea has signed a
rer le contract to main-
tenance for the next 10 years, and has
conr{“:\i:ttd Mligflc dl-las; Security 0

rovi ua; uring  opening
Kou.ts. X\foukarlx:l promised the
guards would undergo strict training
on how to deal with the public.

The park will remain open for
approximately 12 hours a day, clos-
ing in the evenings, Moukarzel said.
The rules for the park include bans on
water pipes, barbecuing and damag-
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Revamped Sanayeh Park to make public debut on June 1

TR *

“The renovations of the Sanayeh park, which began last year, cost a total of $2.5 million.

inghlhc flora. Dogs will be allowed ini-
tially and as long as owners are vigi-
lant in cleaning up after their pets.

Praising the municipality’s cooper-*
ation, Moukarzel said he hoped to set
an example for the private sector to
take initiative where the public sector
had failed to do so.

“CSR [corporate social responsi-
bility) is a great way for a company
to do good for the community and at
the same time remain competitive in
the market,” he said, adding that it
would be “nontransparent™ to deny
the positive publicity such projects

bri 1o the brand. :

“We've got 1,100 employees in
chaém,x: Mwe want d:gm l‘:‘) be
proud that their company is making a
difference in their [community] and
with their families,” he said. “As for
my customers, | want them to start
looking at us as a company that not
only sells whatever it sells, [but] isalso
... going beyond that point of sale,”

The renovations, which began last
year, cost a total of $2.5 million. The
company has z’edgcd several hun-
dred thousand dollars a yearin main-
tenance and upkeep as well.

It remains to be seen whether the
park will win the approval of local
residents, many of whom were skep-
tical carly on following an aborted
attempt by the municipality to turn
Sanayeh Park into a parking lot.
Mayor Bilal Hamad has denied the
plans ever moved beyond the prelim-
wnary stage. The municipality contin-
ues, however, to pursue plans to dig
up several other parks in the city to
install garages before replanting the
areas, a strategy that has been heavi-
ly criticized by residents, activists and
urban planners.
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Revamped Sanayeh Park to make public
debut on June 1

The Sanayeh Park's new flowing fountain (The Daily Star/Mohammad Azakir)
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BEIRUT: The fountain is flowing, the bike path is paved, and the gra 3
springy and new. The Rene Mouawad Garden, known as Sanayeh Park
appears ready to be opened to the public on June 1 following a ribbon-
cutting ceremony on May 21 hosted by the Beirut Municipality and the
Azadea Foundation, the Beirut-based luxury retail holding company that
funded the renovation of the garden

Visitors to the old park will recognize the original layout with a few new
additions. The park now boasts bike and jogging paths around the
perimeter, three small playgrounds and an outdoor performance space. All
of the original trees have been trimmed and preserved, with newly planted
grass and flower beds. The large central fountain, dry for years, has been
cleaned and filled. and the splashing of water is almost enough to drown
out the sounds of traffic and nearby construction

During a press preview Wednesday, Azadea deputy CEO Marwan
Moukarzel said the garden would remain free and open to the public under
of the Beirut municipality Azadea has signed a renewable
oversee maintenance for the next 10 years and has
4 Middle East Security to provide guards during opening hou
Moukarzel promised the guards would undergo strict training on how to
deal with the public
The park will remain open for approximately 12 hours a day, closing in the
evenings. Moukarzel said. The rules for the park include bans on water
pipes, barbecuing and damaging the flora. Dogs will be allowed initially
and as long as owners are vigilant in cleaning up after their pets

Praising the municipality’s cooperation, Moukarzel said he hoped to set an
example for the private sector to take initiative where the public sector had
failed to do so

'CSR [corporate social responsibility] is a great way for a company to do
good for the community and at the same time remain competitive in the
market,” he said. adding that it would be “nontransparent” to deny the
positive publicity such projects bring to the brand

We've got 1,100 employees in Lebanon ... we want them to be proud that

their company is making a difference in their [community] and with their
families.” he said. “As for my customers, | want them to start looking at us
as a company that not only sells whatever it sells, [but] is also going
beyond that point of sale '

The renovations, which began last year, cost a total of $2.5 million. The
company has pledged several hundred thousand dollars a year in
maintenance and upkeep as well

it remains to be seen whether the park will win the approval of local
residents, many of whom were skeptical early on following an aborted
attempt by the municipality to turn Sanayeh Park into a parking lot. Mayor
Bilal_ Hamad has denied the plans ever moved beyond the preliminary
stage  The municipality continu however, to pursue plans to dig up
several other parks in the city to install garages before replanting the
areas, a strategy that has been heavily criticized by residents, activists
and urban planners

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-
News/2014/May-22/257339-revamped-sanayeh-park-to-
make-public-debut-on-june-l.ashx##faxzz32Ql7UhzAa
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au tout neuf, le jardin de Sanayeh rouvre
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Instagram — LeNaijib

lenajib [ Fotiow |

A fgreen space for everyone. The new #Sanayeh
garden

christianehajjar, c_charbel, chirboul

sunsetdeamor
It looks great!

ginnienajem

@raafat zd

| haddadsasha

carolsantamaria
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Instagram — LeNaijib

lenajib [ Foliow |

The newly revamped #Sanayeh garden. Official
opening on May 31.

c_charbel. sergenercessian, hussain_kh > 2

omarfleifel
dzazie777

alfromtheblock
dsusuel19os

larabey
@lenajib lets hope it stays that way

malakf21
Thank to Azadea Foundation Thope we will respect
the nature and keep it like this

ginnienajem

araafat zd

sohakouraytem

pedrobraun

miropuskul

W Nica wwnrls

raccs.net



Instagram — LeNaijib

lenajib Foliow |

1 day ago - Q Sanayeh Area
Refreshing. New #Sanayeh Garden

@ christianehajjar, c_charbel, sarahantari3 and 531 others

like this

kayd85
Did they open it? It s just next to my home yeyy

e
1
T

racho79
Really 777 http://instagram.com/p/oQPZgvNrAG/

firassanioura
4 1 can see it from my window!!!

firassanioura
The opening's on the 1st of June though...

joannaachaaya
) @yorguiteyrouz this is it. The opening seems to be
the 1st of June

mfaezt
I heard the opening was the 31st of may

sirinemoumneh
@amer sinno [11]

dania_kazah
| @basselammache let's go

G» Leave a comment oo




Instagram — GinoRaidy

http://instagram.com/p/oQNuG5LFtS/

B - -
ginoraidy
1 day ago - Q Sanayeh Garden

Sanayeh Garden opening May 31st

mjackhayek, adisorn_o, cassandraeca and 656 othe

! maymougharbel
@nadiatannir

aliyaelhusseini
@tarahmawla

farahmawla
WOW @aliyaelhusseini

lina_70
Niyelnal

{ raissagone

That is gonna be amazing!

raniachristy

lamahalimeh

g <Gcelinekalot

thepinkface
Are there swings? ||
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Instagram — GinoRaidy

B ginoraidy m

1 day ago - Q Sanayeh den

The Rene Moawad Sanayeh Garden preview

garrennahabedian,. mjackhayek walkleb and 503 ¢

firassanioura
Love it! I'm actually blessed that it's my window view!

ginoraidy
#livelovebeirut #livelovelebanon @livelovebeirut
alivelovelebanon

lina_70

Wow ) ———
/instagram.com/p/oQNuGS5LFtS/

roannebanane
Woowwww

ritalayoun
anouratahan

nouratahan
Ahhaahha @ritalayoun

ahout16
@ghadaram

carliabraham
a@zmk555

WW\



Facebook — Gino’s Blog

W Gino's Blog shared a link.
Yesterday @

Sanayeh Garden Opening May 31st — Here's a Preview
http://wp.me/p4jI8W-4BP

Lo —-‘t-‘"

_‘ﬂ‘ |y g

Sanayeh Garden Opening May 31st — Here's a Preview
ginosblog.com

The Rene Moawad Garden in Sanayeh is set to open on May 31sti Here's
a preview of all the awesome stuff. I love that there’s plenty of places for
kids (with really cool games I wish I could play on!), a bike lane, lots of
benches, public...

Unlike - Comment - Share 2

g9 You, Shamass Aly and 15 others like this.

https://www.facebook.com/ginosblog
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Facebook — Blog Baladi

Yesterday @

'E’*'*é"’s BlogBaladi shared a link.

In Pictures: The Newly Revamped Rene Mouawad Sanayeh
Garden | Blog Baladi

In Pictures: The Newly Revamped Rene Mouawad Sanayeh
Garden | Blog Baladi
blogbaladi.com

In Pictures: The Newly Revamped Rene Mouawad Sanayeh GardenPosted

By : NajibThe new Sanayeh garden is almost ready and will be officially
open on May 31st. The new garden looks great now, as it's dean,...

Like - Comment * Share 3

0 29 people like this. Top Comments ~

https://www.facebook.com/BlogBaladi
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Blogs — Blog Baladi

L

HOME

In Pictures: The Newly Revamped Rene Mouawad Sanayeh
Garden

POSTED BY : NAJIB

RECENT POSTS

The new Sanayeh garden is almost ready and will be officially open on May 31st. The new
garden looks great now, as its clean, greener and is fully equipped. Added to that, there's
now a bike lane, the areas dedicated to children were revamped and there's free WIF of
course. Dogs and pets won't be allowed though at first as people tend to leave their pets’
poop behind and awareness is needed on that subject. We can only hope that other

initiatives will follow to r: n Beirut and all over

mp and create new green areas

Lebanon.

Here are few sneak peek pictures

7 the new garden:

Azodea Foundation hos taken the pledge to rehabilitate and revive the Sanayeh garden,
| one of Beinit's oldest and most popular gardens in collaboration with the Municipality of
Beirut of course. The new 22,000sqm garden will include an amphitheater, children

| playgrounds, bicycle and running tracks, promenade lanes, free WiFl among other things

www.traccs.n



Blogs — Gino’s Blog

GINO'S ST
BLOG =

EIRUT

BOOST OF SEROTONIN THOUGHTS FASHAL REVIEWS LEBANON LEAKS ARTSY FAR

EVENTS

Sanayeh Garden Opening June 1st -
Here's a Preview
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